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Petition to Ban the Covering of Faces During Protests to Protect Public Safety, Accountability, and Public Peace

We, the undersigned, respectfully submit this petition to address a critical issue affecting public safety, the transparency of protests, and the well-being of the general public. While we fully recognize
and support the fundamental human right to protest, we believe that covering faces during protests presents serious risks to public safety and disrupts the peaceful environment needed for our
communities to thrive.

Background:

The right to protest is an essential and protected human right. It allows citizens to peacefully express their concerns, advocate for change, and engage in democracy. However, while we strongly
support the right to protest, we also believe that protests should not disrupt the lives of ordinary citizens or create environments where lawlessness can flourish. When individuals cover their faces
during protests, it becomes nearly impossible to distinguish between peaceful participants and those who may seek to incite violence, vandalism, or other unlawful activities. This anonymity can breed
chaos and threaten public safety.

Furthermore, protests should not impede the daily lives of the general public. The rights of protesters should not come at the expense of the rights of those who wish to go about their day without
disruption. The right to protest must be balanced with the obligation to maintain public peace, and individuals participating in demonstrations must take care not to disturb the community in any
manner.

Our Request:

We respectfully call for the following:

Immediate Legislation
that prohibits face coverings during public protests or demonstrations, with exceptions made for health, safety, or religious reasons, to ensure that protests remain safe, accountable, and transparent.

Strict Enforcement
of this law, with penalties for those who fail to comply, to ensure that protesters are held accountable for their actions, and that those who participate in peaceful protests can do so openly and
responsibly.

Public Peace and Non-Interference –
Protests must be conducted in a manner that does not disrupt the general public's ability to go about their daily lives. Protesters should be mindful that their right to assemble and express themselves
should not result in disturbances to non-participants, whether through traffic disruptions, noise, or unlawful conduct.
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Public Awareness Campaigns
to educate citizens on the importance of face visibility during protests for safety and transparency, and to promote responsible and peaceful demonstrations that respect both the protesters’ rights
and the rights of the public.

The Importance of Action:

We fully understand and support the human right to protest. However, this right should not come at the cost of public safety, public peace, or the daily lives of the general population. By banning face
coverings during protests, we are not restricting the right to protest; rather, we are ensuring that protests are carried out in a safe, peaceful, and accountable manner. This measure will ensure that
legitimate protests remain effective and free of violence, while preventing the exploitation of public demonstrations for unlawful purposes.

Additionally, it is vital that protests do not inconvenience or disturb the broader public. The right to protest must be exercised with the understanding that public spaces must remain open and
peaceful for everyone, regardless of their participation in the demonstration.

This issue is important because it involves basic principles of safety, transparency, and respect for the rights of all citizens. The ability to identify participants during protests ensures that illegal
actions can be addressed and that peaceful demonstrations remain effective. When faces are covered, the integrity of the protest is compromised, and the safety of the community is at risk.

Additionally, non-participants in protests should not be subjected to disruptions such as blocked roads, noise disturbances, or fear of violence. While the right to protest must be protected, it should
not infringe on the rights of others to live in a peaceful and orderly society. Protests must respect both the rights of protesters and the broader community.

Why Must Action Be Taken Now?

Public Safety at Risk
The anonymity created by face coverings encourages individuals to act unlawfully without fear of identification. Over time, this can lead to increased violence, property damage, and chaos at protests.
Without action, this trend will likely continue to escalate.

Accountability and Transparency
For protests to remain peaceful and effective, participants must be held accountable for their actions. Face coverings make it difficult to distinguish between those participating peacefully and those
who may engage in violence or destruction, undermining the integrity of the demonstration.

Protection of Public Peace
Protests should not disrupt the daily lives of those not participating. Non-participants have a right to go about their day without interference, and face coverings only heighten the potential for fear and
tension in the community.

Preventing Violence
Face coverings allow individuals to hide their identities while engaging in violent or criminal behavior. This anonymity emboldens people to act aggressively, knowing they are less likely to face
consequences.

Ensuring Effective Protests
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