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Dear Chief Disciplinary Counsel Dotson,

We are writing to ask you to hold prosecutors who commit misconduct to account. Louisiana has one of the highest rates of wrongful conviction in the country. According to the National Registry
of Exonerations, prosecutorial misconduct happens in Louisiana’s wrongful convictions at twice the national average. Over ninety percent of Louisiana victims of prosecutorial misconduct are
Black or Hispanic. However, only one prosecutor has ever been sanctioned by Office of Disciplinary Counsel for misconduct related to a wrongful conviction, and that was twenty years ago.

Prosecutors are not like other lawyers. The ways in which they might violate the Rules of Professional Responsibility can cause harm that other lawyers cannot, including through wrongful
incarceration. In the words of the first Black Chief Justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court, Bernette Johnson: “Our court has never hesitated to impose discipline on attorneys who are guilty of
misconduct involving financial or trust account issues. Yet, the actual injury caused by prosecutorial misconduct is much greater. A loss of a liberty interest is undoubtedly more valuable than
financial loss.”

It cannot be that only one prosecutor who has hidden evidence in Louisiana’s history is worthy of discipline when 52 wrongful convictions of innocent people have been because of prosecutorial
misconduct. We asking you to commit to reforming your office’s hiring, training, and resource allocation decisions to ensure evidence of prosecutorial misconduct is adequately investigated and
prosecuted. Accountability for our public servants who break the rules should be among your office’s chief priorities.

#RaiseTheBar To demand the Office of Disciplinary Counsel to hold prosecutors accountable for misconduct.
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Datu privatuma politika

ST paraksta lapa tiks augsupieladéta www.openpetition.org ka attéls. Jisu dati tiks saglabati kopa ar pasta
indeksu un pilsetu, lai varétu saskaitit jusu parakstu. Ja vélaties but informéts pa e-pastu, jus piekritat savas
e-pasta adreses saglabasanai. So piekri$anu varat atsaukt jebkura laika.
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roku). Skengjiet vai nofotograféjiet So kolekcijas lapu lidz 20.07.2025 un

augsupieladgjiet to https://www.openpetition.org/us/eingang
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